Archimedes’s mobiles


Archimedes made many discoveries about balance including how to distribute weight to create simple mobiles.  Look at the example below, showing how to calculate the missing weights.  If the first amount you add to the mobile is 5 then whatever amount you add to that branch you must total the two together to give the balancing total!
E.g. 5 + 3 = 8 or you could have added a different amount:  5 + 9 = 14
Now complete the other puzzles.
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Try completing the following mobiles – remember your totals may not match your friends!
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Compare your mobiles with a partner’s – are they the same?
Fancy a challenge?  Try completing this tricky mobile!
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