Number detectives
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Learning objective: To recognise the use of symbols to stand for 
unknown numbers and calculate the unknown numbers.
Find the missing numbers in the tables below.
	1
	8
	+
	
	=
	15
	
	21
	13
	+
	12
	=
	

	2
	
	-
	19
	=
	13
	
	22
	
	+
	16
	=
	50

	3
	43
	-
	
	=
	27
	
	23
	20
	-
	
	=
	7

	4
	
	-
	16
	=
	14
	
	24
	
	-
	61
	=
	9

	5
	7
	-
	
	=
	2
	
	25
	
	+
	17
	=
	30

	6
	19
	+
	24
	=
	
	
	26
	44
	-
	
	=
	22

	7
	26
	-
	
	=
	13
	
	27
	
	-
	21
	=
	20

	8
	90
	-
	
	=
	35
	
	28
	13
	+
	
	=
	25

	9
	26
	-
	
	=
	12
	
	29
	
	+
	6
	=
	16

	10
	
	+
	19
	=
	30
	
	30
	12
	+
	19
	=
	

	11
	21
	+
	
	=
	40
	
	31
	17
	-
	14
	=
	

	12
	
	+
	86
	=
	100
	
	32
	
	-
	50
	=
	55

	13
	31
	+
	
	=
	50
	
	33
	90
	+
	
	=
	97

	14
	80
	-
	
	=
	25
	
	34
	
	+
	24
	=
	40

	15
	
	-
	43
	=
	20
	
	35
	60
	+
	
	=
	78

	16
	
	-
	60
	=
	20
	
	36
	
	-
	13
	=
	20

	17
	56
	+
	
	=
	70
	
	37
	80
	-
	
	=
	55

	18
	3
	+
	
	=
	14
	
	38
	
	+
	15
	=
	32

	19
	
	+
	15
	=
	30
	
	39
	17
	+
	
	=
	37

	20
	20
	-
	
	=
	4
	
	40
	8
	+
	71
	=
	


Now try this …
Find as many different totals as you can by adding three of these five numbers together:  14         6           12           24         35

How many different numbers can you find to replace the symbols to make this sum correct?

34  –  Ω  –  Δ = 21
Answers
	1
	8
	+
	7
	=
	15
	
	21
	13
	+
	12
	=
	25

	2
	32
	-
	19
	=
	13
	
	22
	34
	+
	16
	=
	50

	3
	43
	-
	16
	=
	27
	
	23
	20
	-
	13
	=
	7

	4
	30
	-
	16
	=
	14
	
	24
	70
	-
	61
	=
	9

	5
	7
	-
	5
	=
	2
	
	25
	13
	+
	17
	=
	30

	6
	19
	+
	24
	=
	43
	
	26
	44
	-
	22
	=
	22

	7
	26
	-
	13
	=
	13
	
	27
	41
	-
	21
	=
	20

	8
	90
	-
	55
	=
	35
	
	28
	13
	+
	12
	=
	25

	9
	26
	-
	14
	=
	12
	
	29
	10
	+
	6
	=
	16

	10
	11
	+
	19
	=
	30
	
	30
	12
	+
	19
	=
	31

	11
	21
	+
	19
	=
	40
	
	31
	17
	-
	14
	=
	3

	12
	14
	+
	86
	=
	100
	
	32
	105
	-
	50
	=
	55

	13
	31
	+
	19
	=
	50
	
	33
	90
	+
	7
	=
	97

	14
	80
	-
	55
	=
	25
	
	34
	16
	+
	24
	=
	40

	15
	63
	-
	43
	=
	20
	
	35
	60
	+
	18
	=
	78

	16
	80
	-
	60
	=
	20
	
	36
	33
	-
	13
	=
	20

	17
	56
	+
	14
	=
	70
	
	37
	80
	-
	25
	=
	55

	18
	3
	+
	11
	=
	14
	
	38
	17
	+
	15
	=
	32

	19
	15
	+
	15
	=
	30
	
	39
	17
	+
	20
	=
	37

	20
	20
	-
	16
	=
	4
	
	40
	8
	+
	71
	=
	79


Now try this …
Find as many different totals as you can by adding three of these five numbers together.          14         6           12           24         35
numerous answers
How many different numbers can you find to replace the symbols to make this sum correct?

34  –  Ω  –  Δ = 21
The difference between 34 and 21 is 13 so in each answer the sum of the numbers replacing the symbols must be 13.
© www.teachitprimary.co.uk 2010
13279
Page 1 of 2

