Story openings – dialogue, action or description

There are different ways a writer can begin a story:

With dialogue:

	“Help!” cried Mick

“Is that a lifeboat in the distance?” yelled James.

“I can’t see in this storm,” replied Mick.  “Keep on shouting and wave your red scarf.”
“Help!  HELP!”


With action:

	Mick clung to the edge of the boat which lurched from side to side with each violent wave.  James groaned softly next to him.  Suddenly, he spotted a speck on the horizon and shielded his eyes from the lashing rain to see more clearly.  A boat!  


With description:

	The once calm, crystal-clear ocean was now murky and waves as big as skyscrapers surrounded the tiny sailing boat.  They picked it up like a rag doll and flung it down again whilst the rain lashed down. 
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Choose one of the pictures above and write an opening paragraph for a story using either description or action.
Take care to choose adjectives and verbs carefully to make your writing more interesting.
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