Hooray for a longer school day?

Read the text below

Most people believe that the length of the school day should be longer.  There are a number of reasons for this.
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Name: .......................................................................... Date: ........................................................... LO: ...............................................................................
Use the framework below to list reasons for and against lengthening the school day.
	Reasons FOR lengthening the school day
	Reasons AGAINST lengthening the school day

	
	


Name: ................................................................................ Date: ..........................................................
Learning objective: ..............................................................................................
Give examples of any bias that is shown.
What does each person think? 
What is their point of view?
	Parent
	

	Headteacher
	

	Teacher
	

	Pupil
	

	Government official
	


Name: .......................................................................... Date: ........................................................... LO: ...............................................................................
What is the difference between fact and opinion?  

Read the text again and underline all the facts and write them in the correct box below.  

Next underline (in a different colour!) what you think are opinions and write them in the correct box below.
	Facts
	Opinions

	
	














BIAS











Parent:


The school day should be longer to fit in with my working day.  I have to be at work for 9am and do not finish until 5 pm.  The school day should start at 8:30 and end at 5:30 so that parents do not have to arrange child care for their children.  All parents work and the school should fit in around us.








Headteacher:


There are reasons for and against lengthening the school day.  Small children are only able to concentrate for certain periods of time and if we lengthen the school day their motivation and enthusiasm will definitely diminish.  Teachers may only seem to work between 9am and 3pm however in reality their work begins and finishes much later due to the amount of preparation and marking that they are required to do.








Teacher:


The school day should definitely not be lengthened.  Children should be given the opportunity to spend more time with their parents as this is a vitally important part of their development.  I am not saying that they shouldn’t do more work but this can be done at home with their parents.  If you count up the hours that a teacher works, this would easily equal, if not surpass, the hours of a normal 9-5 working day.








Pupil:


No way should the school day be longer.  If anything, it should be shorter!  We work really, really hard at school and we should be given a break.  If schools finished later then we wouldn’t have time to play out with our mates.  I enjoy school when I’m there but I definitely don’t want it to be any longer and I know that all my friends agree with me.








Government official:


A teacher’s working week is already incredibly long, often working far longer that the private sector.  The length of the school day is a contentious issue.  I understand that parents may find childcare arrangements difficult but I personally feel that it would be much better for school days to remain the same length.  More before and after school sporting activities should be offered as Britain has a problem with obesity and providing more opportunities for sport would certainly help this.  The British school day is in fact four hours per week longer than our French neighbours and two hours longer than our German colleagues.  
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