'The Listeners' by Walter de la Mare

Use of verbs
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· What verbs can you find in ‘The Listeners’? 
· How does a poet use action to create atmosphere in a poem?
· Read ‘The Listeners’ by Walter de la Mare and underline all the verbs used by the poet.
e.g. “Is there anybody there?” said the Traveller,
Knocking on the moonlit door;
Now sort all the verbs into those where the poet has described actions that have taken place and those that have not taken place.
	Action that takes place 
in ‘The Listeners’
	Action that does not take place 
in ‘The Listeners’

	
	


Is there a pattern in the lists you have made?  Can you explain what the poet has done?
Action that takes place in ‘The Listeners’
Answers

e.g. 
1. “Is there anybody there?” said the Traveller,

2. Knocking on the moonlit door;
3. And his horse in the silence champed the grasses

4. Where he stood perplexed and still

5. And a bird flew up out of the turret

6. And he smote upon the door again

7. While his horse moved, 
8. cropping the dark turf

9. For he suddenly smote on the door, even …, 
10. and lifted his head

Action that does not take place in ‘The Listeners’
1. Never the least stir made the listeners

2. But no one descended to the Traveller

3. No head from the leaf-fringed sill

4. ‘Tell them I came, and no one answered
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