Action story openings
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Discuss how the opening of these pieces of writing generate suspense.  
Which words are effective?  
Highlight the words or sentences which create suspense. 
Discuss how the character feels, what they might be thinking and what happens next.

Now choose one of the openings and have a go at writing the next paragraph.
	The vicious hound

Petrified, Kelly scrambled up the tree, trying to get away from the vicious hound.  She clung to the tree for her dear life trying to control her breathing.  

Picking up her scent the dog pounced up the tree. With her eyes screwed tightly shut she...
Can you continue the story?

	In the depths of the fog

A dark, mysterious shape lurked in the depths of the fog.  I started to walk, the shape followed, then I started to run. As it chased me,  I ran around a corner and hid.   The shape slunk past me and I caught a glimpse of...

Can you continue the story?

	The flood

Cora watched aghast as the dirty brown flood water rose ever higher, swirling up over the doorstep and covering the hall floor with a thin film of grit and slime.  Suddenly, the house shifted on its foundations and...
Can you continue the story?
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