Idioms


An idiom is a word whose meaning in everyday speech and writing is different from what you would expect. The words are not literally true. 
Write the meanings of the following idioms.































Match the idioms to their meanings.

	To rain cats and dogs.


	
	To help someone.


	
	
	

	To lend someone a hand.


	
	To start again and to do something better the next  time


	
	
	

	To turn over a new leaf

	
	To feel a bit ill.


	
	
	

	To pull the wool over someone’s eyes.

	
	To lose your temper with no real reason.



	
	
	

	To feel a bit under the weather.


	
	To deceive or lie to someone about something.



	
	
	

	To fly off the handle


	
	To rain very hard.



Underline the idioms in this passage.

   I awoke earlier than usual on this particular morning.  I think it was because I felt a bit under the weather, and I knew it would be a horrible day when I opened my curtains to find it was raining cats and dogs.  My mum called me down for breakfast and said, “Come here at once young lady, I’ve got a bone to pick with you!”

   “What have I done now?” I replied.
   “You lied about your homework this week, you did have some after all! I thought I could smell a rat when you swung the lead last night.”

   That was it, I’d been caught red-handed and it was time to face the music.  That was when my mum completely lost her head.  “How did you find out?” I mumbled.  

   “A girl from your school rang and said she needed your help. Susan somebody,” she yelled.  I couldn’t think who she was.  That was when mum completely blew her top.

Match these 10 idioms with their meanings.  

	Idioms
	Meanings

	1. to bury the hatchet
	A. to be suspicious

	2. to draw the long bow
	B. to be very arrogant 

	3. to mind one’s Ps and Qs
	C. to be a spoil-sport

	4. to let the cat out of the bag
	D. to boast about yourself

	5. to ride the high horse
	E. to exaggerate

	6. to hit below the belt
	F. to make peace

	7. to smell a rat
	G. to give away a secret

	8. to paddle one’s own canoe
	H. to act unfairly

	9. to blow one’s own trumpet
	I. to be careful how you behave

	10. to be a wet blanket
	J. to do things for yourself


Extra tasks
· With a partner can you think of a conversation using idioms?

· Can you think of any other idioms?

· Write a story about idioms like the one we have read.

They’re at loggerheads with each other.








Don’t make a mountain out of a molehill.











It’s time to face the music.








Mind your Ps and Qs.








I smell a rat!








I’ve got a bone to pick with you!








Try not to get into �hot water.





I’m giving him �the cold shoulder.








Turn over a new leaf.








You’re blowing your own trumpet.





I’m sitting on �the fence.








Don’t let the cat �out of the bag!











Her name rang a bell.








She felt a bit under �the weather.











He bit off more than he could chew.








© 2009 www.teachitprimary.co.uk
8744
Page 4 of 4

