Whitstable Junior School

Learning today for life tomorrow

Week ending 15 May 2026 !

A message from Ms Kent & Ms Collin

 Sonduranse

Dear Parents and Carers, Res"le“ce

Goping
What an incredible week it has been! Our Year 6 pu,... . u.‘.ﬁ,w. «<...p-leted their SATs, and we couldn't be
prouder of how they approached this challenge. The children showed exceptional determination and
resilience throughout the week — two values that sit at the heart of everything we do at Whitstable Junior School.
When faced with challenging questions, they persevered. When they felt nervous, they kept going. These are
exactly the qualities that will serve them well not just in their results, but throughout their lives.

A huge thank you to all the adults who have supported our Year 6 pupils — our dedicated teachers and LSAs who
have prepared them so thoroughly, our office staff who ensured everything ran smoothly, and of course, you as
parents and carers for your encouragement and support at home. It truly takes a whole community to help our
children succeed.

We are also delighted to announce that our new lower school toilets are now completed! The children have been
brilliant during the building work, showmg patience and adaptability. The new facilities provide a much- |mproved

environment for our pupils, and we're thrilled they are now in use. F

Warm regards - Sarah Kent and Kirsten Collin

What have the children been up to this week?

This week in Year 3, we finished reading Ottoline and the Yellow Cat and the children have thoroughly enjoyed
beginning to write their own imaginative mystery stories inspired by the book. In maths, the children showed
excellent perseverance and determination as they successfully completed our unit on time and they are excited to
begin learning about shapes next week. In science, we explored the human body by identifying and naming different
bones, while also discussing the vital role the skeleton plays in supporting, protecting and helping our bodies move.
Year 4 have been adding the final touches to their Pompeii newspaper reports. They've worked hard on crafting
engaging headlines, writing in role as reporters, and bringing the dramatic events of AD 79 to life. In maths, pupils
have been estimating and calculating amounts of money, developing their skills in working with pounds and pence,
making calculations, and solving real-life money problems. In history, Year 4 have been exploring how Roman roads
and towns were designed and constructed. In science, the children have been experimenting with electrical
circuits. They've been investigating the difference between complete and incomplete circuits, discovering what
happens when a circuit is broken and why components need to be connected properly to work. Year 5 have been
working fabulously on their non-chronological reports about space. They have challenged themselves by working
on their targets and are writing them up using their best presentation skills. In science, they have been exploring
the phases of the moon, writing an explanation text to show their understanding. Construction has started on their
rovers, using accurate measuring to create a stable frame. They are looking forward to their Wonder Dome
experience, which will be a great way to consulate their learning. Ve could not be prouder of our remarkable
Year 6 pupils, who have approached this year’s SATs with unwavering determination, grace, and an inspiring sense
of purpose. Their resilience and commitment have shone through in every moment and it has been truly uplifting
to witness the encouragement, kindness and camaraderie they have shown one another throughout. Each child has
given their very best and their positive spirit has been nothing short of exceptional. Alongside their tremendous
efforts, the children have also been delighting in watching Oliver!, immersing themselves in its rich characters and
storytelling as they prepare for their upcoming English work.
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Attendance

Gates open at 8.30am and close at 8.45 am. Children are registered in their ready to learn time, therefore
prompt attendance is essential. If your children are late, please bring them into the office. The school logs a
reason for lateness which should come from parents/carers. If children are absent due to illness, please call the
school office by 8.50am or inform the person dropping your child to let you know if they will no
longer be attending that day. If we aren’t made aware, we cannot confirm your child’s whereabouts, which
can cause parents to worry when the office ring to report their absence. You will need to call the school each day
of absence with the illness please as the school needs more info than “poorly”.

PE Timetable for Term 4 & Upcoming Fixtures

Children come to school wearing full PE kit (inc. jogging bottoms and jumpers if necessary — not skins) on the
following days unless swimming, in which case school uniform should be worn. Astro boots should not be worn
for PE and not as part of their regular school uniform either.

3H Monday Swimming/Tuesday PE/3M Monday Swimming/Wednesday PE
4)  Tuesdays Swimming/Thursday PE

5H PE Wednesdays & Thursdays/SPW PE Tuesdays & Fridays

6L  PE Mondays & Fridays/6T PE Wednesdays & Fridays

Outdoor Learning — Term 5

Please ensure your child has a change of shoes. This is to try and limit mud being spread around the school.

3N  Tuesday |9 May
5PW Wednesday 20 May
4)  Thursday 21 May
6L  Monday 18 May

Lunch Menu w/c 18 May - School lunches are £3.20 per day
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Playground Update

You can follow our progress or make a donation here:
7 https://www.crowdfunder.co.uk/p/whitstable-juniors-playground-project

Additional messaging

Summer Fair : Bottle donations please on 4 June — non-school uniform day in
return and chocolate donations please on 12 June — non school uniform day in
return.




Matilda Jr Workshop

Running from 27th—3Ist July 2026, this is a very special opportunity for our students to be part
of an exciting production—and we have limited places available.

The cost for the week is £165 per child, with a sibling discount price of £145.

At Swalecliffe Primary School, Whitstable. This is open for 5 plus age.

To secure your child’s place, please book here:
https://www.stagecoach.co.uk/whitstable-and-faversham...
(Childcare vouchers and other payment options are accepted.)

TAKING CHILDREN
FROM THE AGE OF

Letters and email

If you have a message, please send it to the office and it will be passed to your child’s teacher / dealt
with as appropriate. Do contact the office if you require paper copies. Please refer to the date
section of the newsletter for upcoming trips.

Dates (dates in red indicate a date change)

Thursday 21 May = Class/group photos

Friday 22 May — End of Term 5

Monday | June - Start of Term 6

Monday | June - Kent Test application for year 5 opens

Wednesday 3 June - Friday 5 June - Year 6 residential

Thursday 4 June - Bottle donations for fair/non-school uniform

w/c Monday 8 June = Years 5 & 6 Swimming lessons x5

Wednesday 10 June — Dynamo Cricket (Boys) US 10 - 3.30pm Chestfield CC
Friday 12 June = Chocolate donations for school fair/non school uniform
Friday 12 June = Summer Fair = 3.15 - 4.30pm

Monday 15 June = Year 4 Otterden trip

Wednesday |7 June - Football Tournament LS - Herne Bay High 1.30pm - 3.30pm
Tuesday 23 June = Sports Day

w/c Monday 29 June = Transition Week = ALL schools on Thursday 2 July
Wednesday | July = Dance Competition TBC (Boughton Village Hall)
Wednesday | July Kent Test application closes

Thursday 2 July = New Year 3 Parent Meeting at 9am

w/c Monday 6 July = Year 6 Production

Tuesday 7 July = New September Year 3 Parents Evening Meet at 5.30pm
Friday 10 July = After school clubs finish

Wednesday 15 July = Full Reports to parents

Wednesday |5 July = Year 6 Leavers Celebration in St Alphege church from | lam for Year 6 and
2pm for parents

Thursday 16 July — Leaver’s Disco

Friday 17 July — End of Term 6

Monday 20 July - SDD

Tuesday 21 July - SDD

TERM DATES 2026/2027

Term | Starts Wednesday 2 September 2026/Term | Ends Friday 23 October 2026
Term 2 Starts Monday 2 November 2026/ Term 2 Ends Friday 18 December 2026
Term 3 Starts Monday 4 January 2027/Term 3 Ends Friday|2 February 2027

Term 4 Starts Monday 22 February 2027/Term 4 Ends Thursday 25 March 2027
Term 5 Starts Monday 12 April 2027/Term 5 Ends Friday 28 May 2027

Term 6 Starts Monday 7 June 2027/Term 6 Ends Friday 16 July 2027

SDD Days:

Tuesday | September 2026/Friday 30 April 2027/Monday |19/Tuesday 20/Wednesday 21 July 2027
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